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The above photograph shows the obverse of the Vergilian commemorative plaque designed by Tom H. Jones, 
sculptor of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at Washington. The reverse has appropriate wording for the Bi- 
millennium and space for the owner’s name. This beautiful plaque, eight and a half inches in diameter, cast in 
standard bronze, may be ordered later from the American Classical League. Due to the generosity of the sculptor, 
the price (not yet determined) will be as low as possible. 
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A LETTER TO LATIN TEACHERS IN TENNESSEE 


Sent by PROFESSOR CHARLES E. LIittLe, George Peabody 
College for Teachers, Nashville, Tenn. 


IntTRopUcTorY Note: This letter is published in the 
hope that it may be suggestive to other states. 
Last fall a group of Latin teachers in the schools and 
colleges of Nashville and vicinity organized a Vergil 
Anniversary Association with the following officers: 
Charles E. Little, President; Clyde Pharr, Vice- 
President; Miss Elizabeth Cate, Secretary-Treasurer; 
and an Executive Committee consisting of the above 
officers and Miss Martha A. Cason, R. B. Steele, 
C. B. Wallace, and W. P. Fisher. 

This association has already formed a Vergil Reading 
Circle with Mrs. E. L. Parsons as Chairman, which 
meets every two weeks to study the life and poetry of 
Vergil. 

We are anxious that all the schools and colleges of 
Tennessee take part in the observance of the Vergil 
Bimillennium leading up to the proper celebration of 
his two-thousandth birthday anniversary next October 
15. To that end we are asking each school and college 
in Ténnessee to pay special attention to the study 
of Vergil during this year. We request each school and 
college to offer a medal which has been specially 
designed for this Bimillennium Vergilianum. These 
medals can be purchased at $1.65 each from Arthur 
Crownover, President of Eta Sigma Phi at Vanderbilt 
University, Nashville. We suggest that one of these 
medals be offered to that pupil or student making the 
best record in a course in Vergil or in some other Latin 
course, if Vergil is not given. 

We are inviting each of the schools and colleges to 
participate in a program to be carried out at Nashville, 
Wednesday, October 15, 1930, including the following 
items: 

1. Vergil exhibits. These could be in the form of 
class notebooks, posters, clay models, drawings, figures 
dressed in character, objects of any kind which would 
illustrate Vergilian topics, or anything connected 
with the work of the Vergil classes. Each school and 
college in Tennessee is invited to send such an exhibit. 

2. A pageant, a procession, and tableaux to present 
scenes from Vergil. This would occupy the morning, 
probably grouped around the Parthenon in Centennial 
Park. Groups from all schools and colleges are asked 
to prepare certain scenes. We invite you now to make 
your selection and begin activities with your present 
classes, which should work on their special scene the 
next four months and bring it to completion next 
September and October. 

3. One-act plays based on Vergil. Several of these 
could be given in the afternoon by different schools or 
colleges. We can suggest material if you will agree to 
pick out one for presentation. Please indicate your 
choice or willingness to make a choice. 

4. In the evening there will be an illustrated lecture 
by Dr. Walter Miller of the University of Missouri 
who will have just returned from a Vergilian cruise 
in the Mediterranean and a pilgrimage in Italy. There 
will also be Vergilian music by a large chorus. 

Please codperate with us in making a worthy climax 
to a year of study of Vergil by helping in a program at 
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Nashville next October 15, which will arouse not only 
statewide but national interest in the promotion of the 
study of Vergil. 

We shall appreciate a statement from you as to the 
phase or phases of the program in which vou would 
like to participate. 


CONTRACTS 


Contracts have been tried two different years in the 
second semester of the fourth year or Vergil classes in 
our school. 

They,-at first, created considerable enthusiasm and 
renewed interest. At the end of the semester, the best 
students, the most thoughtful individuals, felt that 
they had missed an enrichment of the course which 
the instructor had added in the first semester. Limi- 
tation of time had made it impossible for the students 
to search far and wide for the enrichment which the 
teacher had at the tip of her tongue and could impart 
to them in a more orderly, compact and useful form 
in much shorter time. 

The instructor had felt this throughout the ex- 
periments but had curbed herself to give the plan a 
fair trial. Her impression is that her best students had 
lower marks in C. E. E. B. examinations in those two 
years than in others when regular class recitation had 
been the order, with definite daily assignments. 

—Contributed by AN EXPERIENCED LATIN TEACHER 


A CRUCIAL TEST OF A SUCCESSFUL TEACHER 
OF LATIN 


Assuming as one must that the instructor’s person- 
ality is all that it should be, what kind of background 
must she possess in order to produce desirable results 
in the classroom? And before attempting to answer 
this question, the term “desirable results’’ needs 
definition. However impossible it may be to express 
the meaning of these words in a concrete form which 
will appeal at once to every classical teacher, one is 
surely safe in saying that they only accompany maxi- 
mum effort on the part of the pupil, willingly exerted 
in an attempt to master with increasing skill as the 
days go on the Latin lines set before him. In other 
words, it is the realization of achievement in a difficult 
task which affords the only lasting basis of satisfaction 
with the work. This is almost sure to be lacking with 
the Latin pupil who does not hesitate to say, “‘Oh, I 
just hate Latin! I’m only taking it because it's in 
the course of study in our s*hool. It’s not irterest'ng!”’ 
Moreover, the prejudice against Latin so often met in 
conversations with adults and especially with officials 
who are largely responsible for the dropping of Latin 
at the end of the first or second year or for its dis- 
appearance entirely from the course of study in the 
average school is in nine cases out of ten due to the fact 
that his experience with the subject in school was far 
from happy as regards ability to handle the material 
intelligently. The state superintendent of schools who 
once very honestly and frankly expressed to a teacher 
his feeling against Latin, ending with the words, “I 
never knew what it was all. about. It was always a 
mess with me. And my children had the same ex- 
perience!’ is only one of many. In such cases the 
Latin teacher certainly did not produce ‘desirable 
results.’’ Just why she failed to do so is a question of 
prime importance, and there can be no better test of a 


4 
i 
-——$—$ 
+ 
at 
a 
1 
\ 


teacher’s professional equipment for her task than 
ability to see clearly and to state frankly the reasons for 
her failure. Moreover, if conditions over which she 
has had no control are largely responsible for the 
defective results, such, for example, as a course of 
Latin study which is beyond the range of ability 
of her pupils to cover adequately in the time allowed, 
poor textbooks which seemingly ignore the aims of the 
study of Latin, school conditions which rely more 
upon “pleasurable excitement” for popularity than 
upon hard study, or a dislike on the part of officials 
of any departure from the traditional path in the 
way of method, she must be willing to lead in a move- 
ment which will ultimately give both teachers and 
pupils a fairer chance for success. That this often 
means becoming a target for criticism from those who 
without due consideration are ready to say of any 
innovation or change in traditional procedure, ‘‘Oh, it 
will lower the standard! I believe in teaching Latin!”’ 
goes without saying. But there is nothing finer in a 
Latin teacher’s equipment than courage to go ahead, 
together with a sense of honesty which will not forbid 
a confession of error on her part when faced by facts 
which prove the case against her. 

The paragraph above is copied from a paper which 
the Service Bureau is preparing for publication. It is 
quoted here as a comment on a sentence in a letter 
received a few weeks ago: ‘Young teachers need to be 
cautioned against thinking they are teaching Latin 
well if they have the interest the Service Bureau 
work brings and are not teaching Latin as the safe 
basis for the following year.’’ Inasmuch as even a 
casual reading of the Latin Notes and the material 
prepared for circulation shows clearly that the Bureau 
is supporting the main objective of the study of Latin 
as set forth in the Classical Investigation Report— 
namely, ability to read Latin intelligently, and that 
“interest’’ on the part of the pupil is something aside 
from ‘‘pleasurable excitement” or mere entertainment in 
the Latin classroom, reiterated ad nauseam in the talks 
given by the director, it seems unnecessary to discuss 
the point at greater length. The editor agrees heartily 
with the correspondent, as to the necessity of warning 
young teachers of the dangers in too many plays, 
games, etc., but she does not consider for a moment 


that ‘the “interest whith the Sérvice Bureau work 


brings,” if rightly interpreted, is a matter of mere 
entertainment. Rather is it the satisfaction that 
accompanies hard work, faithfully performed, and 
leading to visible achievement in a mastery of Latin. 
That the radical changes which have taken place in the 
educational world since the old days and the fact that 
69% of pupils drop Latin at the end of the second year 
must complicate the problem for the conscientious 
Latin teacher of today goes without saying. 


NOTES 


The Florists’ Telegraph Delivery Association of 
Detroit, Michigan, has kindly presented The Service 
Bureau with copies of a fascinating white advertising 
poster, bearing a large figure of Mercury at the top 
as a symbol of “‘Swift Delivery.”’ 


A second edition of the KALENDARIUM VERGILIANUM 
is announced by its author and printer, STEPHEN A. 


Hurwsut, St. Albans Press, Washington, D. C. Price 
for single copies, 25 cents. 


The J. B. Lippincott Company has just published a 
small book entitled Word-Heritage. This is by Extra T. 
DouHERTY AND Etsi£ E. Cooper. Price $1.12. 


Aeneas: A Play Based upon Vergil’s Aeneid, by 
ALLEN E. WoopaLlL, is now in print. It may be 
secured for 60 cents by addressing the author at 301 
Alumni Hall, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa. 


A sample copy of “‘Octavia—A Tale of Ancient 
Rome” by SEyMouR VAN SANTVOORD has just been 
sent to the Service Bureau by E. P. Dutton and 
Company. This book has been out of print for many 
years and Latin teachers will welcome its re-appearance. 
Price $2.50. 


The Service Bureau for Classical Teachers has or- 
dered 40 copies of a Vergil Scrapbook consisting of 50 
loose manilla sheets, 12 x 16 inches in size, fastened to a 
heavy blue paper cover, bearing the word ‘‘Vergil.’”’ 
This may be obtained for $1.30 at the BurEau or $1.50 
if sent by mail. A Class Scrapbook with this beautiful 
cover will be a decided asset for Vergil pupils. Teachers 
who take the Vergilian Cruise may also want it for the 
pictures which they accumulate on the trip. 


Latin teachers will welcome the pamphlet entitled 
“Word Ancestry—Interesting Stories of the Origins of 
English Words,”’ prepared by Wituis A. ELuis and 
printed by The Chicago Daily News. It contains fas- 
cinating stories about certain well-known English words 
of Latin origin which should stimulate teachers and 
pupils to look up other English words. It may be 
secured from The Chicago Daily News or the Service 
Bureau for Classical Teachers (item 399) for five cents, 
or seven cents if sent by mail. 


The Educational Department of the Metropolitan 
Art Museum of New York City, of which Mr. Huger 
Elliott is the director, has kindly consented to prepare 
at its own expense sets of lantern slides which will be 
within the range of interest of Latin pupils in secondary 
schools. These will be made largely from pictures 
selected by a committee of experienced Latin teachers 
in the New York City Classical Club. The Museum 
will lend them in any part of the country for $1.00 plus 
cost of transportation. It is expected that they will 
be ready next September. 


The Herald Tribune of New York City in its issue 


for Sunday, February 23, contained a. page wholly. . 


devoted to the Vergilian Bimillennium. This was 
prepared by Dr. Ralph V. D. Magoffin, President of 
the American Classical League, and its appeal to the 
average reader was made especially effective by several 
large pictures in the center of the page. Can this 
example of initiative not be followed in other cities? 


The Prophecy for the Class of 1930 at the Walton High 
School, New York City 
Written by GRacE WEINBERG in honor of Vergil of 
Mantua 

Epitor’s Note: Because of lack of space, only parts of. this 
exceedingly clever scheme can be quoted. The author. first 
invokes the power of the Lower World to allow us to see her 
Walton classmates 200 years from now as they appear in various 
parts of the Lower World. Those interested in securing the com- 
plete copy of this writer (15% years old), may address the 
chairman of the Latin Department, Mr. Charles Siedler. 
Sylvia Selikovitz, Fanny Marks, Anna Pozen, Dorothy 
Tiernan, Blanche Nathanson, Julia Lopez, Helen 
Kominsky 
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Far off came wafted on the wings of song 

The sound of upraised voices sweet and strong; 
These we approached. A choir divine we found 
Who welcome joyful souls Elysium bound. 
They’re Sylvia, Fanny, Anna, Dot—each sings 
To the accompaniment of tuneful strings. 
Blanche, Julia, Helen—how their fingers dart 
O’er instruments they play with greatest art. 


Marie Sardinas, Marguerite Barre, Dorothy Kaplan, 
Loraine Rosenberg, Hilda Seelbach, Mollie Schechter, 
Ray Silver, Jennie Auerbach, Carmen Sardinas, Elsie 
Walters, Lillie Leventhal 


And then the blissful groves we saw at last, 

A happy land where rosy light doth cast 

A lovely glow on all. A purer air, 

A brighter day these blessed ones do share, 

And do whate’er on earth once pleased them most, 
Or what can give them joy—a gladsome host. 
Reclining on the fragrant checkered sward 

Are those who win a hard-earned meet reward: 
Marie and Marguerite fine linguists were; 

In teaching both created quite a stir, 

While far-famed Dorothy and our Loraine 

The French Academy at length did gain. 

Here Hilda and bright Moll in accents clear 
Converse in German that they so revere, 

And Ray reads avidly with true delight 

The Spanish book she did herself indite. 

There Jennie rests, who gave to others aid 

So that a great success of life she made. 

While as a high tribunal of appeals 

Sits Hilda and the points of law reveals. 

Nearby in wrestling contests on the grass, 
Strong Carmen the poor Elsie does harass; 

For Carmen all her life her friendship showed 
By kindly, hearty punches well bestowed, 

While Lillie all the choral dances leads 

With lithesome sway upon the sunlit meads. 
These things Apollo’s priestess bared to view, 
And onward led the way the wide plain through. 


Gladys Routh, Lillian Simet, Cora Eisenberg, Essie 
Warth, Evelyn Finkelstein, Irene Goldberg, Lillian 
Gordon, Blossom Putterman, Sadie Markman, Esther 
Friedman, Ruth Shapiro 


Then, as when on a cloudless summer day, 

The bees fly o’er the brilliant blossoms gay, 

And swarm around the lilies white as snow, 

And fill the field with drowsy murmurings low, 

So there was heard a buzz of talk—a hum 

That from a distant stoa seemed to come. 

With wonder soon we gazed. Of marble wrought, 

Of dazzling stone like that from Paros brought, 

Its graceful columns finely fluted rose. 

Then spoke the Sibyl and did this disclose: 
“There Gladys who doth hold the central seat 

Like Lesbian Sappho rules, while at her feet 

Are worshippers renowned in intellect 

And all the arts—the very true elect. 

Beside her Lil, who chooses to be known » 

By all as quite the pow’r behind the throne. 

Yon thoughtful Cora and old Plato plan 

A new republic for the good of man.” 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


- Due to the limitations of space available at Teachers 
College and the growth of the Service Bureau for 
Classical Teachers, it will not be possible to accept the 
kindly hospitality of this College after September first. 
The Dean of the School of Education at New York 
University at Washington Square has asked the 
director of the Bureau to become a member of his 
faculty with the title of Associate Professor of Latin 
attached. She will give each year a two-point course 
for the training of Latin teachers and will carry on as 
before the work of the Service Bureau for the Ameri- 
can Classical League. Inasmuch as New York Univer- 
sity is able to give an entire floor in one of its buildings 
to the Bureau (51 W. Fourth Street) it will be possible 
to increase greatly the laboratory facilities which as now 
will be available not only to students in educational 
courses but to classical teachers from all parts of the 
country and to others who may find its material 
suggestive. Meanwhile, the Bureau will continue to 
function at Teachers College and will serve as an ad- 
junct to the courses for the training of Latin teachers 
during the Summer Session. These courses will be 
conducted by Miss Sabin and an able assistant. 


Professor Rollin Tanner, Secretary of the American 
Classical League, and a member of the faculty of New 
York University, has accepted the new position of 
head of the Department of Foreign Languages in the 
School of Education and will coéperate heartily with 
the Service Bureau of the American Classical League 
in its efforts to further the interests of Latin in second- 
ary schools. 

Readers of the above announcements will be even 
more interested in knowing that Professor W. L. Carr 
has accepted the offer of Teachers College to fill the 
vacancy on its faculty brought about by the retirement 
of Dr. Gonzalez Lodge. 


WANTED 


Final tests in Vergil will be welcomed. 


MATERIAL FOR DISTRIBUTION 


I. In Mimeographed Form 


This material is lent to teachers upon payment of 
postage, or 1s sold for five cents per item unless otherwise 
indicated. The numbering 1s continued from the February 
issue of LATIN NOTES. 

397. Quotations from Vergil which may interest 
farmers. 

398. Miscellaneous activities for Vergilian clubs. 

399. Word Ancestry—interesting stories about English 
words (7 cents, including postage. Not sent as a 
loan.) 

II. Supplements 


The numbering 1s continued from the February issue. 
XLV. A Poet of Loyalties—a Study of the Personality 
of Vergil. By Joun A. JoHNsTON, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
The 45 Latin Notes SUPPLEMENTS now in stock 
may be secured as single issues for 10 cents each except 
in a few cases. Titles are listed in the Leaflets contain- 
ing a list of material available at the beginning of the 
school year and in copies of Latin Notes published 
since this date. 
II. Bulletins 


For titles of I-X VIII, see previous issues of LATIN 
Notes and Leaflets I-V. Bulletin II out of stock. 
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